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Fducation

Maurice Dankenbrﬁng, Sweet Springs, Missouri, re-
~ cently selected Star Farmer of America

“One should not engage for long in a work with
which he is not proud to be connected. If one cannot
feel that his work is important, he should leave it
and go into something for which he has a profound
respect.””—I", D Farrell.
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of the present cenfury. States encour- rather cub-over land held for prospee- and the shift of rayon hag reduced
aged immigration through publicly sup-  tive Farm use, has become tax delin- demand for cotton. The per-capita, g;
ported immigration departments. In quent, and millions of aeres have re-  sumption of cereals and S0me of
1920, 40 states had such offices, or aided  verted to ecounties and states, In other meats has decreased, whereng the
private organizations in this work, Agri-  words, private forest land has broved sumption of sugar, dairy Drodugg
cultural colleges took an active part in  to be the most unstable type of land  fruits and vegetables has inereaseq. Th
Promoting settlement, and m helping  ownership, and wherever it has become  shifts have been from the landyg
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Most of these activities were state ownership, the hurden of taxes on the changs came during our Period of
or local, but the federal government was  adjacent farm land has inereased to  han prosperity, and the depressian ha
eager to help. It took an active part  crushing proportions, hastened the downward trend. :
in inereasing production when the Rec- The conservation of agricultural land, The farmers’ market hag also e
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¢: By and by, a balance might
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40 feed and clot.hc the cities.
iel Hall stated a fow years ago
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to be the exhaustion of {ree land. Fred-  to rely on cnlightenad self-interest, for- Whereas the policy of the 3
erick H. Newell, former director of the tified by education, to solve thig per-  éra was based upon an expected
Reclamation Service, said, “If the plexing question for us. Yot in spite of  lation of 142 million in 1930 ap
United. States was to continue the pol-  educational work, erosion has increased 200 million in 1950, our Present polg
ley of providing new homes and for  at an alarming rate, In 1910 it wag esti- st be adjusted to a bopulation of 1y
providing additional foodstuffs, it was mated that 4 million neres had heen million in 1930 and a stationary DOp
obvious that the congress must adopt  totally destroyed, and a much larger lation of about 150 million people
some scheme of this kind; one which area seriously injured.$ In 1028 the area 1950, An icrease of 5 to 10 per g
could make available to coming genera. incapable of utilization had increased {o  more farm products in the next deeay
tions opportunities for home-making 15 million acres. Now more careful sur-  and 20 per cent ullimately needed. ¢
comparable to those offered the Dio-  veys indieate that 34 million acres are  the 150 million people can easilyj;
neors.™ Thus another change was made thoroughly devastated, and 125 million  producod on the farms we noy hayi
in the relation of the federal govern- - acres injured more or less.” There hava by the use of more fertilizers ang hette
ment to land. also been serious losses of the eritical  practices. Dr. O. E. Baker concludeg
While the agricultural lands were elements through eropping and lesch. “The population prospect suggests thy
being expanded horizontally, a second ing. Since the World War, the low prices  we need no more farm-land o -
part of the program was to expand pro-  have tended to inerease soil destruetion On the other hang, the farmer’s
duction vertically by increasing yields, heeause farmers are unable to make ex-  pacity to produce hag been incregge
improving the quality of agriculture, penditures for fertilization and reclama-  in an unforseen and ineredible: many
and reducing wastes, The farmer al. tion. In a very real sense, unregulated  The shift from animal power to tracto
ready on the land held the key to this prvate property has failed to ponserve  and autemobiles, the change from 1
situation, and since there was no dieta. our soi] resources, less productive to the more produeti
‘torship to force him to improve this _ . ©* crops, the mechanization of farm ope
method, the program was to reach him The Period of Readjustment— ations, and the improvements in animgk
through education. Van Hise proposed 1980-1934 husbandry have added 20 to 25 per gon
“a great campaizgn of education which We are now in 1 period of readjust- 0 productive tapacity of the agriey
shall directly or indirectly reach SvelY ing our policies and programs to eop. tural plant, without “any Inerense. in:
farmer in the eountry.” “0f al] the prob- a5y radically different Tand require- orop acreage or yields per acre. Tl
lems of conservation,” he said, “the yponig During the War our agricul- [fdctors have had the same result
most difficult, the most pressing, is to tural plant was abrormaily expanded e had added 60 million: acres of e
get the necessary knowledge of applied 4o rebabilitation itself would have lond since 1920 Tt is safe to prod
science- of agriculture to the 6,000,000  peen o painful process. However, other  Similar feonomies in the future. It
farmers of the United States, James J.  fuopon made matters worge. Eu;"opea.n prophesied that the new creafure, - thi

Hil recently said that 5,000 teachers of countries began a policy of self-sufficien- agrobiologist,” by the hesi, combi
agriculture are now needed in this '

Public Domain Policy

Subsistence Homesteads

fficing” farm from which the ‘Within a relatively short time thig

country.”® It is hardly necessaly to re-
hearse the history of agrieultural edu-
cation and extension which grew out of
the same poliey as our land programs,

So vigoréus was the policy of agri-
cultural expansion that. it conflicted
sharply with farestry. People believed,
or acted as if they betieved, that even-
tually all the land except the deserts,
swamps, and poorest sands would he.
eome farms under the Majthusian pres-
sure. So strong was this sentiment that
state forest policies were hindered or
even reversed in favor of agriealtural
development. Under this policy land
submarginal for agriculture wag put into

farms, the high prices of the War con-
cealing ifs submarginality, But with the

ar at an end, with the collapse of the
price structure, it was abandoned in ad-
dition to mueh land supermarginal in
ordinary times,

At the end of the congervation era we
were faced with several unpleasant sit-
ustions which have become worse in-
stead of better during the readjustment
period of 1920 to 1034, Private property
-1 forest land has failed to give us ade-
quate watershed protection It has not
coriserved nor replenished our forest
resources. Public’ acquisition of forest

tid exeluded m duct; 1 ton of seed, soil, and water  wil] by
cy a execlu our products on the - able to produce th

on 241 million acres on 47 million acr
an aren abouat the size of Kangas 11 41
phasizes the fact that what
this country mneeds is ot expansio
but contraction of the agricultiral areé
There was one redeeming feature:
the farmer’s situation in the post-w
period until 1629, Urban industry w
flourishing, and cities wepe growing raJ
idly. Urban population increased - b
ion, whereas farm populatiorn:

one hand and built up their own pro-
duetive capacity on the other. It ig re-
ported that England hag increased her
production 10 per cent, Italy 20 per
cent, and Germany and Austria 50 ner
cent sinee the War® There are Ameri-
cans who suggest o similar poliey for
the United States—ecomplete self suffi
ciency.® Tf the Ameriean self-contained
policy is carried out and our farmers’
market is reduced to domestic require-
 ments, we must readjust the land uses
_on about 50 million acres of erop land,
the area now devoted to producmg the
part of the wheat, fobaceo, and other
crops sold abroad, This is about 15 per
cent of our entire cropped area. Since
about half of our cotton is exported, it
would mean a redustion of 21 millien
acres in the Cotton Belt, and APProxi-
mately 900,000 farmers would have
to turn to other erops. In addition we
export nearly half of our tobaceo and a
fifth of our wheat. Here i a caso where
a land policy will dependl very much
o our national policies. A severe con-
traction of our agricultural areq is neges-
sary if the “self-contained” poliey pre-
vails. '
However, even the domestic market
for farm products has shrunk because
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aso took place despite the frct that
m large cities there is 5 deficit of birtl
over deaths of 22 per cent. and in smal
er cities of 10 per cent’ On the othe
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15t balanced the retreat from the eity.
1931 the net migration to the land
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ator sells little or nothing and there-

ssistence farms, There were almost
uiner would deliberately put a slum
hilg ideal city.

owever, conditions have changed

ths over deathg, this meant that there
e’a’ million morc people in the rural
utry in 1932 than the year before.

Migration Reversed

1929, and migration has been re-
. In 1930 the eityward movement

poliey has: beecome solidified enough to
uys little or nothing. Perhaps, %3800131/18 a program of the Roosevelt Ad-
under the best of conditions, we ministration. Under the Department of
ot get rid of subsistence or near- the Interior, 25 million dOHE}-{!‘S are to he
‘ : spent in demonstrating “subsistence
million in the United States M homesteads,” not 1o be confused with
But if T were planning the agri- “subsistence farming.” Primarily, they
¢ I would like to see, I would are commiunities of part-time farmers
ore include subsistence farming with a job in indust—ry: It is also pro-
ny scheme of things than a city posed to help stranded industrial work-
: ers such as the soft coal miners whose
jobs are gone, and who will have to re-
ly on their farms almost, exclusively. It
is suggesied that distressec,l families from
the “agricultural ghing” areas might
also be settled in subsistence homestead
communities. Closely akin to the above
plan is the movement gponsored by the
Federal Forest Service to settle people

200,000 whicl increased to 500,000  on or near the forests, who will be given again. 1t would be best o clovo it to agris

- now they have issued an ultimatum-
that every ranchman shall take-
down ail: his"‘Drift’ fenees, all his
pastures that are government land,
and give the old ail reader in the
papers another chance to starve to
death. Principally they offer it to
ex-soldiers.” War wasn’t - tm,:gh

“enough, they are going to dare ‘em
to live on a government elaim, and

‘make the old cowman run his c’r;{;ca

tle right out on the open range.

The public domain is not under the
authority of any branch of the federal
government  which has magagemenﬁ
powers. It is a “no man’s land” open to
grazing by anyone; the result is over&
stocking, denuding of the range, a.nI

. destruetive eroston. Instead of a stand-
ing invitation to- try homesteading

iz 1532, Added to the surplug of about 100 days work by the Service.

e cities huve hecome panic-stricken.
¥ people have hecome defeatists,
helieve that cities eannot Tecaver,

lavism  and  self-sufficing farms,
shers, industrialists, and public
tlshave suddenly become rhapsodic

ruary, 1934 Agricultural Education
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time on their small {farms. Beveral com-
munities have already been started, no-
tably one among the West Virginia cpa!
miners, The Tennegsce V?thley Authority

ey e . A ad

.‘:ho advoeate a retreat to primitive haz glﬁlll‘agsl)é'ﬂée%tﬁ r'll?ogtl:s E) F these pro-
arams are concerned, there is little to £1990)
be eriticized, People were going to the
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13 %t::?;lt]l'fo}?gt M.?"“Toward an Understand—l
: ing of the Meiropolis,”’ Quarterly Journa
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14, Dodd, M. D, ‘'Back to the pand, i-
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cultural settlement forever. It should be

placed under grazing management simi--

lar o the federal forests, and its use co-
ordinated with other federally owned
land, state land, and privately owned
lands with which it is intermingled. The
question of ceding it finally to the states
is a debatable one, but management
should be substituted for the present
policy, irrespective of ownership,

Reclamation

Reclamation by the federal govern-
ment is &0 well infrenched as part of
a national poliey that we must accept
it, at least for the present, in spite of
the necessity {or contracting the agri-
cultural area. Accused of adding to the
farm surplus, its champlons inimize
its eontributions to agricultural predue-
tion by saying, “One timely rain in the
Migsissippi Valley will cause a greater
increase n erop production than will

all the crops grown under federal

works;” yet in the same paper Dr. Mead
boasts, “The crops taken from the irri-
gated fields of this area (Snake River,
Idaho) give more buginess to the Union
Pacific Railroad in a year than was
furnished by the whole state before the
irrigation development started.”t7

Much eould be said about the ques-
tion of the government’s cngaging in
reclamation at all, The western states
have benefited, of course, but other
states have the same desires to see the
poliey broadened to include draiming
the wet lands of the South and the Lake
States and even include aid in clearing
cut-over lands, It would not take much
agitation and propaganda to bring this
ahout.

However, the National Tand Planning
Committee laid down a prineiplé which
justifies s ceptainizamount of federal
reclamation ‘in the western states, and
anawers gome of the objeetions to feder-
al forests and fo other federal non-taxa-
ble lands which oceupy almost 245 mil-
Hon acres in the 11 western states. Tt
is, that in so far as the disposition and
use of the land of a state for national
purpeses limits, the development of the
resourced’by-the pedple, the state should
be -conipensated in some appropriate
waiy-—namely, aid to reclamation, aid
for road construetion, and return of part
of the receipts from national forests.?®

The above examples show that our
national policies are not always consis-
tent, nor do they agree with state pali-
cies. While the federal government is
adding more land to the farm area in
the western states, the state of New
York is spending public money buying
the poorer farm land for forests.

Theoretically, every form of govern-
ment work which adds to the farm area
or keeps land in use because of govern-
ment expenditures should be abandoned.
An engineering editor raised the question
whether i is good economy to spend a
third of a billion dollars on Mississippi
flood control to save land worth about a
half a billion.'? If we have to decrease
‘our farm area, especially in the cotton
* belt, in line with an “America. Self- Con-
tained” policy, why not let the Misgis-
sippi have the land? Instead of spend-
Ing the money on levees, use it to move
the people to other places. Let the land
go hack to trees; the flooding and silting
will only inerease its productivity if we

ever want to use it for farming again.
The same cannot be gald for heglecting
erosion econtrol. An crosion-control
program will reduce the area of land in
crops, and preserve the better soils
which, if lost, ean be restored by nature
only in terms of thousands of years,

Submarginal Land

The federal government recognizes
that some of its programs enlarge the
farm area. A new corporation has been
set up, according to recent reports,
which will spend from 25 miflion to 50
million dollars to “lease, rent, or buy
outright” the so-called submarginal
areas which the President gaid would
be taken out of cultivation as fast as
good, new land wag brought in by drain-
age or irrigation projects. However, it
seems that the plan goes heyond the
balancing of the submarginal areas
against the good areas, not on an acre
basig, but 4 to 10 acres of poor land for
1 of gaod. Secretary Wallace spoke of 1t
ag 8 “process which might lead in time
to rational resettlement of Ameriea.”
It is too early to comment on the plan
and its ebjectives. If it is merely to buy
enough poor land to offset the produe-
tion en the reclaimed land, it will have
no effect on total production. Such a
program, however, calls for two ex-
penditures to accomplish what no ex-
penditure would have accomplished in
the first place. .

The removal of people from the sub-
marginal lands as a policy for its own
sake will meet with favor, but to re-
settle these people on better land will
have no helpful effect on the agricultural
surplus. Tt should inerease production
if the resettled families are to enjoy a
larger income than they had in their
old home. Nevertheless, the fact that
these families are thereby ralsed from
the submarginal level to a living income,
is, in itself, a worthy purpose,

Poorer Lands and the Market Supply

Finally, it should be recognized that
the removal of farmers from the poorer
lands has very litile effect on the mar-
ketable supply of farm products. Most
of these farms are the so-ealled “sub-
sistence farms” which gell but little, and
the others are in the lower-income
brackets. If half the land in farms were
taken out of cultivation beginning with
the poorest land-and the smallest farms,
the total marketable supply would be
reduced only 11 per cent, according fo
Secretary Wallace.2? Tt should be noted,
however, that the program of buying
of land for forests and the reversion of
land to public ownership, especially
abandoned farm land, have a tendency
to reduce the farm acréage; actual and
potential, Forest and farm land uftiliza-
tion programs must be coordinated and
linked with recreational land programs.
To earry out programs of land use as
between loeal, state, and national gov-
ernments, the following elements should
also come nto the picture: (1) land
classification as primary to any pro-
gram of land utilization; {(2) adjust-
ment of taxation policies and local gov-
ernment as the result of and to facilitate
changes in land use; (3) grants in aid
to local governments and even to in-
dividuals to help m making these ad-
Justments; (4) comprchensive land
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planning.

Private Clontrol Over Private Ly

The final suggestion is th
strengthen public control over piiy;
land utilization. In city land, thg
zoning, building-height restrictiong’
similar laws, people are told what ¢
may or may not do with their langd;
the courts have upheld this use of thy
lice power. The zoning power has recs
ly been extended to counties in Caljy,
nia and Wisconsin, I

Probably another applieation ¢
police power will be necessary to gy
trol erosion, In many places this deétr o
tive force has gone so far that the:
dividual farmer is financially helpleg
to rescue his farm from ruin. Iy
also become a community affair he
many public interests are invelved:
present the government ig :

anging Rural Plilosophy

B ARE not at
the end of our
progress as a civi-
lized people. When
we lose faith in
gambling, specula-
tion and turn to-
ward fundamental
values, we shall
make this country
a hetter place In
which to live. As a
start we have un-
dertaken to put our
farm land, the basis
ntire national structure, in a
srder. In consequence we are be-
d to think of what we ought to
hithe 40,000,000 marginal acres
ved-land the New Deal is propos-
ce out of cultivation because the
it fonger will pay us for the extra
sotton, and corn we have been
‘there, it locks ag if we were
for the time being toward a
rined national economy whether
ik it or not. It is common knowl-
{hatt we are farming hundreds of
fs of acres that ought not to be
Much better Jand on which a
ould have a chance to make a
ving could be drained, irrigated,
from washing, or otherwiso re-
In view of this, President
sevell has anpouneed that as fast
goil new land is brought into pro-
| a corresponding amount of in-
tand will be taken out. This may
Jringing in one acre and taking
i: Tt may mean planned migra-
ffom one region to another.
ne:thing is sure for the present at
afid that is farm production con-
ted: without regard to hmman values
n cnd. As Secretary Wallace
. “One,of the great tragedies
has come cut of the haphazard
meént of thig country is to be found
“families of the best bleod and
ng, folls with a fine point of view
i [undamental philosophy, are
¢ their lives away on farms that
ot {it to work or live on. We want
hings so that people are work-
re their labor will do some good,
‘they will have a real opportunity
the ¥y of working and creating
oitt heing penalized for it.”
re Is certainly a lot of loose think-
Teference to the Agrieultural Ad-
ent Program. I have reference to
t that thereis not the slightest in-
ptibility between reducing acreage
roduging well. What we used to
; _f‘_ﬁclency m farm production was
0 way regulated to the demand for
erop in question. This inefficiency i
Ining and marketing could be tolér-
long as Hurope furnished an

the C. C. C. camps and even lapss
. [
projects. But what assurance have g
that he will continue with the desiyabl;
practices bepun under governmen
recthn? Perhaps aids, exemptions fy
taxation, or other induccments will
necessary, plus regulation to keep
wo have achieved. :
We have come a long way in hal
century, from exploitation to conser
tion—which often was mere conver
tion—to policies and programs w
are coming o grip with realit
¥ifty years ago i was impossible
ereate public forests by reserving t
public domain; today we are planmi
to spend $50,000,000 to buy submat
nqi farm land. Twenty years ago:
Hise said, “As rapidly as a senti
can be developed for their enforeem
laws should be passed whish willip
vent the negleet of the land. The p)
cautions necessary to preverit exce
erosion may he enforced by law,
they vitally concern the common W
fare not only of this but of all sucee:
mg generations.”?! At ‘that time:
people were willing to go as far as th
but today sentiment is rapidly bei
developed for a policy of encouri
ment, aid, and regulation to co
erosion on private land, Fifty years
American ecities began planning
land uses, then the planning idea
expanded fo include the metropolit
region; today we talk of county pla
ning, state, and even national land pla
ning. The Tennessee Valley Authdr
is to- demonstrate land planning on
large scale. Bui we are in the mid
such rapid changes that policies:
conflicting and confusing. Tn many wWay
we are still dazed by the new situation
Tnstead of prospects of famine, ther
now is land for bread in great plenty
land to provide shelter in abundanc
and millions of acres of Jand left:{0
recreation, so necessary in this nerv
and hectie civilization.

ng

17. Mead, Elwood, ‘'The Place of Fodert
Reclamation in .a Federal Land PolicY;
Proceedings of the Confersnce onR ;
Pthiliza.tion, Uhicago, Nov. 19:21, P

2,

18. Publication TV, March, 1683, Conferva B >
tion locfntég:zir:g Resourdes of the Reml ted market. Today unregulated
1o, g Bublic Domain.  cord, Decomber 59 1] efficiency brings us social dis-
’ 151)12g’17n ering Tews U The thing to do now is to farm
20, U. 8. Dept. of Agriculture, Radio Ser¥ land that ig worth farming and
Farm Flashes, November 20, 1933 . it bett, I
21, Conservation of Natural Resources, ¥- At better than ever.

The newly created social machinery of
the New Deal will scon he disearded
unless the hearts of our people permit
the operation of this machinery for the
general good. The adversity of the past
three yoars has made the great majority
willing to enter into a vast cooperative
effort on a scale never before dreamed
of. It seems to be rather obvious, how-
ever, that while the American people
have learned something as a result of
their adversity and are willing to pull
together to get out of it, they have
not yet fully learned their lesson, The
gpeculative fever is still in our blood.
All too many of us are still exploiters at
hesrt,

Farming for the Market

A controlled produetion ig the watch-
word of the hour, As we change from
producing for world markets to self-
sufficicncy farming, the management
phase of farming becomes more import-
ant in our program. This is a curriculum
problem. Every agriculture feacher
should be working on it, especially in
connection with his adult group of farm-
ers. The demand for evening school
instraction should mmecrcase out of all
proportion o that of the past.

Marketing, cspecially cooperative
marketing, becomes more important.
The curriculum must be kept up to date
with respect to this subject. Some of
our teachers arc doing an exeellent job
of giving their students real training
in marketing. The tribe should increase.

Increasing Results of Technological
Research

The present Secretary of Agriculture
_once made & eriticism to me of the

“agriculture teachers by comparing them

with the county agrieultural agents. Mr.
Wallace at that time felt that the agri-
culture teachers were not as up to date
in their fitnd of knowledge with refer-
enee to technological research as were
the county agents. On the whole I be-
licve this is a fair eriticism and especial-
ly of those teachers who have never had
any experience in teaching adult classes.
There 18 no doubt in my mind but that
there is real need for an agency to con-
stantly keep up with, organize, and make
available new material for teachers of
agriculture. That this has already be-
come a hig job—1 mean that of keeping
up with technological research—is eas-
ity demonstrated from any record of
eurrent researeh in progress. As re-
ported by the Office of Ixperiment Sta-

tions of the United States Department

- of Agriculture, for example, to consider
-only one group of agencies of seientific
regearch in agrieulture, research of this
character being eonducted in 1931 in-
cluded over 5000 separate topics. Of
this number, 355 were in the field of
rural -economies and sociology. There
were also 34 elassed as edueational proj-
cets. OF course, no one vocational teach-
er will be professionally interested in
all of this research. On the other hand,
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nrobably no one of these 5,000 research
projects is entively devoid of interest
for some one or more vocational teach-
ers, since it is all research in the field
of agrieulture, some of it of purely local
interest, but all of it contributing to the
accumulating agricultural science.
With this situation before us there is
constant need of men who are training
teachers in the Land Grant Colleges and
state supervisors of agricultural edu-
eation who will see to it that (1) teach-
ers are so trained that they will keep
up te date and {2) that constant re-
vision of curriculums and courses of
study and a general lengthening of the
courses of study 1n agrieulture will he
made. Some of qur courses are ridicu-
lously short when the amount of tech-
nological material is considered.

The Urban Drift Recedes

During the 20 years from 1910 to
1930, while the number of workers in
other fields of -employment inereased
by more than 50 per cent, the number
of workers on farms decreascd by some
17 per cent. The proportion of agrieul-
tural workers among workers in all oc-
cupations declined from 33.2 per cent or
onc-third in 1920 to 21.5 per cent or ap-
proximately one-fifth in 1830. It is ap-

; parent from census data that the urban

drift of workers from farms to citles was
in full flow during the two deeddes 1910
to 1930, where it ended. According to
Miscellaneous Publication No. 157 of
the TUnited States Department of Agri--
eulture, during this perjod labor on
farms was becoming steadily more effi-
¢ient, measured in produet per man
Lour, largely as a result of increasing -
mechanization. Principally as a result of
increasing use of tractors. and frucks,
acreage of harvested crops, for example,
increased from an average per worker
in 1030 of 26.5 acres to an average of
35.5 acres in 1930. To summarize what
has heen happening during this whole
period since 1910, one may say that by
using more tractors, trucks, and har-
vester threshers, and by substituting
machine methods generally for hand
methods, agriculture was able to re-
lease labor to our industrial and eom-
mereial centers in a period of rapidly
increasing demand for labor in these
fields of employment. The net: drift {rom
country to eity may have contimued on
for a short time into the period of de-
pression initiated by the erash in late
1999 with its aftermath of increasing
wmemployment in the urban communi-
ties, but the rising tide of unemploy-
ment in our industrial and commereial
ceniers very soon reversed the flow. Now
that is the situation. Do we have any re-
sponsibility of voeational training serv-
iges? The inducting of thousands of mi-
grants into farming, year in ahd year
gut, constitutes in my opinion one of the
large respongibilities of voeational train-
ing in agriculture. This problem becomes
acute in any period characterized, as
resent years have been, by very large




poputation shifts between urban and
rural communities. A million workers
moving out, from the city into the coun.
try in any year may present a rmillion
such individual problems of voeational
adjustment,

_Our program just now should recog-
anze the fact that we need more informa.-
tion, local and state, in order that the
adjustment and training may be effec-
tive. In addition we might well recognize
and take part in the movement, toward
part-time or subsistence farming. The
reeent appropriation of $25,000,000 for
maintenance homes or farms is 2 step
made necessary by the fact that there
are millions of people now unemployed
who cannot be reabsorbed in our indus-
triad life. ) o

The machine age, mass produetion,
inventions, and change in methods of
life and distribution Lave left many
families stranded with little ‘hope for
a satisfying existence. Tt seems 2 proper
charge on the Government to uge public
funds in developing a sound program
of redistributing this pepulation and
of finding our unemployed industrial
workers an opportunity to produce part
of their income from smail plots of land
o located that they can be employed
“part timne if the opportunity is afforded.
Of course, the interests of agriculture
mugt be proteeted in this new program
by seeing that undesirable groups are
not maved from the eity to raral arcas
and that undue burdens are not placed
on farm communities for educational
facilities and poor relief. Modern condi-
tions demand that an intelligent people
sl%a.il give to all its citizens a ehance in
life.

Geographic Shifts in Production Areas

As an instapee of the far-reaching
consequences of research in modifying
local types of farming, one may note that
while 20 or 25 years ago no corn would
ripen in Northern Minnesota becatise
of the short growing season, recently
varieties have been developed which
can be grown there, Plant breeding has
been cxtending the corn produetion
areas and changing the farming busi-
ness of many Northern Minmesota
farmers. -

_The necessity for rotation after land
has been. subjected to one-crop farm-
ing also has in some instances caused
excessive shifts in produetion areas. In
parts of the Red River Vailey, for
example, where wheat has heen grown
exclusively, reduced yields and the
necessity for weed eontrol eventually
made rotation necessary, and as a con-
sequence of this necessily the acreage of
potatoes has increased. Other amall
grans have been infroduced, and live-
stock has come in, Almost an unlimited
number of examples could be cited of
clianging types of farming in response
to special demands for products origi-
nating in large urban centers—as for ex-
ample, in the vicinity of Hadley, Mas-
sachusetts, where the demand of the
Boston market for asparagus has given
r%e to greatly incrensed acrenses of this
crop. In recent years enough tractors and
trucks have displaced horses on farms
to set free about 55,000,000 acres of
land formerly nsed for feed erops. This-
change has affected almost all parts of
the United States ands has resulfed in

many changes in types of farm husi-
nesses,

Transportation developments have
affected widespread changes in' types of
farming carried on in certain areas, A
tomato area in Copiah County, Missis-
ippi, for example, wag developed ag one
cffect of the improved facilities for ship-
ment of this product to the Chicago
market. The prohblems of marketing arc
hecoming increasingly complex, mduced
by transportation faeilities, availability
of refrigerator cars, and merket de
mands,

Leaders of the cotton South have as-
sured the Secretary of Agriculture that
next year they will not plant cotten in
the unlimited, planless way they have
i tho past. Tnstead of planting around
40,000,000 acres to cotton, it seems like-
ly that we shall put in only about 25,-
066,000 acres next spring. The Agricul-
tural Adjustment Admimstration of the
United States Department of Agricul-
ture in recent months put hefore 1,260,
000 American farm families that grow
wheat a proposal to reduce wheat Crops
as much as onc-fifth for the next 2 years.
¥rankly, men, T ask you what are we go-
ing to do about these new developments
and adjustments in agriculture. 1 pre-
sume every man here is familiar with the
monograph we are preparing, in cooper-
stion with the Agrieultural Adjustment
Administration, on the uiilization of
land and labor affected by various com-
modity acreage reduction programs. We
need clear thinking just now and the
kind of efficiency that strikes down to
fundamentals and builds from there.
Farmers within the patronage area of
every department of vocational agri-
culture arc entitled to educational as-
sistance with the stirring problems of
agriculture confronting them day by
day. Shall we rise to the oceasion ?

Development of Live-at-Home Program

With the surging up of unemploy-
ment in indusirial eenters during the
past few years and the back flow of
hundreds of thousands of families into
the country, something more than the
problem of technical farming for a profit
under imtensely competitive econditions
has emerged in the field of vocational
agriculture, something vastly more ur-
gent, since it involves not simply the
technique of farming, but rather the
whole technique of Hving at all for thege
mdustrial workers who have brought
with them into the eountry small, if
any, resources in the way of financial
asscts or experience. As a first move
in their regeneration they must be
taught to live off the farm. When they
have learned to do this, the problem of
helping them 16 make something mere
than a bare subsistence living will of
course he tgken up.

In its broader aspeets the problem of
the urban family which has drifted back
into the country is a problem of develop-
ing for this family a live-at-home pro-
gram and technique of the conditions
where the tendency is for farmers gen-
erally to farm more for n market, anpd
less for home consumption.

Whatever may be sound economies in
this live-at-home program for the es
tahlished, experienced farmier, the dis-
placed urban family which has drifted
out nto the country must be helped
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_ doing thiz is fundamental in Prograim

first, it ceems to me, to live off the fy
independently of the market. e
the first thing they should be g

is the growing and nreserving of
for themselves rather thap-
peking, and shipping for the

Evening Schools

In general, they must be taught {500
many of those very things which:

well-to-do, DIOSpercus, ageressive
telligent farmer has found it, or thi
he has found it, not worth his whig
bother about. In any case for thess g
eolers in rural communities the Ky
home brogram may he the only. fon
brogram for living at all either ¢, i
or anywhere else. This Program:
viously bredks over from the fief
vocational agrieulture inte the fiel;
home eeonomics. Tt is in Tact aj
farm and home program, X

Making Farming o W orthwhile (4

After all is said and done, anq lo
ing at the situation as it now exists;
to lace, the problem pregented by chiaj
ing soeial and economic conditions
general the problem of doing more:
tensively for all {arm boys ang farig
what has been done and is being, gy ‘Woods
for some farm boys and farmers 10 Soi
localities. Tt is a problem of exXpansic
of serviees being rendered rather. {}
of materinl modifiecation tn the char:
ter of these services. The merease iy
rolments in all-day and day-unit clag
last year was not quitte up to the |
imerease m past vears, However:
did reach last year 165,792 hoy.
girls through systematic instruckion
agriculture. There was a slight iner
in the part-time group  enrolment.
12,443 for 1933. The enrolment i
ning classes dropped slightly over:
year or the previous year. We res £
only 74,546 farmers, or total,
types of classes, of 262,781, B

There is of course no eut and drie
procedure for building farming inte
worthwhile carecr for any farmet
farm boy, but the responsibility:

ation,

of vocational education i agricul
The responsibility does not termiinif
with the organized mstruction anc 51}
pervised practice provided under-th
loeal program. For the boy who
served his apprenticeship on’the hom
farm and buys or rents a farm to ope
ate on hig own, part-time insiructi
should be provided _which may me
success in farming rather than failtre
Owen D). Young told the Natio
Education Association in  connectiol
with rural school developments that:!
the near future the country may be the
land of culture. The provineials:
live only in the cities.” Be that as
may, we surely are living in a new da
Among the forces that have broken
through the one-time igolation of coun:
fry living are good roads, the telephon
the radio, and motion pictures; all the
[acilitate the hoped-for redistribution
population from congested cities to TUL
areas. The electrical industry, by wid
iransmission or mnore scattered geii
ating of power, raises a hope both fo
decentralization of industry and
electrification of farms, The rustic ma
command inventions, labor-saving
space anmihilating devices, that 15
he has the money, anct farm relief effort
{Continmed cn page 125)

id opinion, however,
cher of agriculture needs_ to make
chi and thorough preparation for an

¢ school, and especially an eve-
£ school in farm organization. A
er, as well as anyone else, needs
. and in most cases new facts, n

to reach intelligent, valid deci-
oms, The teacher will be expected to
Urnish needed facts which the farmers
#not furnish. A eareful analysis of

probiems to he attacked musi be
dde by the teacher, in order that he
¥y know what facts to assemble. Farm-
vil not be greatly interested or
anently changed by the teacher’s
Mon or the opinions of other farm-

They want facts and deserve to
¢ facts, In getting ready to teach an
ning school in farm organization, the

-*'eaching Farm Organization to Evening
. School Groups

R. H. WOODS, University of Kentucky, Lexington

WARREN made
- the statement
many years ago thab
“more - farmers fail

because
farm
than
poor
Al of us

hecause

of poor
organization

of

production.”
have

farmers to
g?l?t;na t;frroﬁt from  but they must have lacts on the farm-

one enterprise and
then lose 1t heeavse

of inefliciency

in

gome other cnter-

Few farmers are above average
i effimiency in all the enferprises.
ers of agrieulturs can do mosh
‘sponomic weli-being of the farm-
whom they work by getting the
to adopt practices that will
in larger earnings from the en-
sim business. One of the weak-
i our evening program has been

ver from cur all-day program,
1y, carcless preparation or lack of

that any

tagk of the teacher is somewhut, analo-
gous to that of a physician. Physicians
usually insist on a complefe examina-
tion, to get facts.

A farm business is not as complex
as the human bedy, but it is more com-
plex than many people tealize. I'be
farmer and the teacher working with
him on reorganizing hig farm do not
noed faets about farming in general,

er's business. In going anywhere, we
must start from where we are. Before
the teucher can divect the farmer in m-
proving his farm organization, he must
know the present status of the farm
Dusiness. The farmer, in most cases, is
not aware of the weaknesges in his farm
set-up. The teacher necds to get all the
nformation he can about the farm husi-
ness. Form 120 prepared by the Di-
vision of Farm Management of the Bur-
ean of Agricultural Economics may be
usged ag a survey blank to record needed
nformatien on the farmer’s business.

- Paking the Surveys f
Teachers should visit progpective evet

g Ready for the Bvening Sehool ‘ning school farmers, especially 20-25
ut o year ngo I asked a feacher
mich time he spent in getting ready
s evening school course. Her re-
that he spent very Little. This
er continred his {lzlonlur;int }Jy say-
i« ot Tled the farmers rctic
%I(r'lsgtnadecl;sklcdcatllem what they  The surveys should he taken ‘carly,
el to study. T found quite a diver-
i interest. As they indicated the
bleétns they wished %o consider, 1
[ ‘them on the board. After this I
vhich problem we should con-
rst. There was considerable dif-
cé of opinicn, but we finally de-

to eensider ‘what is our most
able crop?’ Decisions were based
e opinions of the farmers assem-
” This purc conference procedure

of those most likely to attend the eve-
ning school, and get records o_i their
farm businesses. The teacher "s_houl.d
begin taking these survoys at least six
weeks Dbefore he expeets to call the
tarmers together for group instruction.

preferably in December, as the furm
business vear corresponds fairly closely
to the calendar year. It will be necessary
to exercise paticnce and care in taking
the surveys. Most farmers keecp few
records. However, if the farmer is given
time, he can recall fairly accurately
what he had a ycar age, what he has
hought, and what he has sold. Cortainly

the farm business record which the
teacher may obtain from tlllc Ezu‘ﬁne;lls

1 mst i ch better than no record at all. The
T e it Itn;;icl]er should be informed on fair
charges for depreciation, cte. Teachers
of agriculture in Kentucky have nserd
the following depreciation charges, with
varistion to suit individual cases: Dwell-
ing 2 per cent, tenant houses and othor
buildings 3 per cent, fences 5 per cent,

and machinery 10 per ceat.

As each survey record is obtained, the
negessary caleulations should he made
and the results eopled on the Farm
Analysis Sheet. See next page. 'Slze,
balance, production, and labor efficiency
are four major faetors influcnecing in-
gome from the farm business. On the Co
Farm Analysis Sheet measures of each  Receipts
have heen
grouped under that factor. As soon as
all surveys have been copled on the
analysis sheet, the sheets should be ar-

"major efficiency factor
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rangerd in order of labor income.

The common practice among farm

management workers in making reports
of farm business analysis is to average
all farms, average the high ten, average
the low ten, on the various measures
of the efliciency Tactors, and show the
strong factors of the high ten and weak
factors of the low ten. I suggest that we
deviate slightly from our aecustomed
practice and sclect from among the high
five farms the farm that compares most
favorably with the largest number of
Iarms in the comnnmity us to acreage,
topography, and type of farming. Select
from among the low five the farm which
most nearly approaches the farm se-
lected [rom among the high Jli\.fc n
acreage, topography, and type of farm-
ing. A reason for seleeting two actual
farms rather than dealing with averages
is that our first ultimate objective is
to get each farmer to make a farm
budget. The meetings would be much
too heterogeneous i character if we
tried to sct up a budget with ecach farm-
er during the 12-15 group meetings. Tt
Is better to work with a real, rather
than a hypothetical farm business.

In order to make thig discussion more
concrete let us look st a few tacts re-
vealed by the analysis of two represen-
tative farms seleeted and used by a
teacher ol agriculture in. central Ken-
tucky last year. These farms happened
to be number 13 and i4 in- the survey.
TFor the sake of brevity the unprofitable
farm will be relerred to as farm 14,

- T Represen- |{Represen-
talive {lative Un-
Profitahle | profitahle
Farm, Farm,
Numbey ]f! Number 14
I'otal acres............... 92 _ 94
Crops.. - ... .. [ .. i
Tobaceo...............} 9 10
B¢y 1 3 4
Wheat 8 &
Mool i | e
Livestock . 0
Dairy cows............ 4 o
Sheep............ 0. _4:; : )
OWE. L vneecneenenins ..
Hens..........oocovvvin 72 IOg
Work stock. . ........ .. :
Total receipts............ $2,71851 928
Total expenses. . ......... 1,283 1 ,50§
Farm income.............; 1,465 4?,.3
Interest on investment. . .. 57? "7&8
Labor income: ... ..... ... 879 —313
Net earnings. ... .. e 1,402 367
Yields )
Tobacco, pounds........ 1,333 1,000
Corn, bushels. .. .. ..... 66 H0
Per dairy cow.......... 1547 .33%815.78
Persow............... 66.000 9.00
Perewe............... 11.03] 5.06
Hired labor............. .| 65.00]400.00

i
i




e “rTCICIOHEY T ISTEd on the  Barm
Analysis Sheet, and pick out the weak-
nesses of the farm returning the minusg

labor income,
Weaknesses in farm organization de-
ate that there are managerial prac-
tices which need to he improved, ¥rom
these Weaknesses one should be able to
determine the content of the evening
course. This courge is, or should be,

designed to produce changes in farmer, .

After Jnowing the practicas which need

to be mproved, the teacher should plan

& course that will give the farmers the

knowledge and attitudes neeessary to

correct these weaknesses. The teacher
discovered the following weaknesses in
the representative unprofitable farm:

L. Crops not wisely chosen

2. Low crop vields, especially in im-

ditions which deternrine whether a farm  Beel cattle increase and net
sales per head

18 profitable or unprefitable are sail,

Man equivalent

BALANCE_
Easture actres per animal unit

ez i 8
they should be written on
he group should meet for goo

Total expenses

ed from the U. 8, Burean
Farm income

1 geonomics.

Family living from farm... _ Imately 90 minutes, Lesson tw D jartment, of M{irkqts and
IF(:*,WI investment, .., T begin where the first Jegson ﬂngefih nee-in our ms‘mt‘uté(;r(llr }]31‘112
Ln l;eres‘t on investment. . . . . Soon As soon as the Zroup hgg d 1!;1?_.[15 in acquainting t
Nator tninga T —————— upon the important Weal: o griculture with the price
ebearnings... ., ., . ——— should begin tq correet the W ‘the year ahead. Teachers
SIZE_ _ and ultimately set up a budge:t X erstand that they are not
Productive man work units. rom the standpoint, of farm gp, U g what prices they may ex:
I —_ - ¢ i g furnishing infor
Productive horge work units _ ijon. Farmers wifl discover essen instead: are L;m ign nhor-
eres o%)er&ted ............ — 3.8 saime weaknesses the teachpy: ling the alrgil::ion il
Aereso Crops. ... ,. ... — . iscovered, graniing thot the te. clligent pre
.Ncresh pastured. .., . 7 had done a, good job. The first ag inkes, "
lé;r;ggl)‘ of dairy cows {av- 1n the list, mentioned wag that theak md that the grﬂuphsho_u :
.................. a. ; : v Lhe = isi the kind
Productive animal units. | o : are not W]SCIy chogen, If the o a decision on

Drogram is not what it shoy
attempt should he made g eolr(ie' t
weakness before ﬂttempting to .
other weaknesgeg, eotre

The first thing tg dg mm

it fof - cash crops to grow,
ive. decisions should he re-
e:proper shect of the budg-

“on what cash crops to

portant cropy ?ﬁ?ﬁ of crops per animal ~  —  farm budsget is to set, up a cr(}pp?ﬁlgn. farm 14 wasl totgromg rzgr:g
3. Animal enterprises not wiselv Crop man work units bey — —— 2. Therefore, the second mgr. 0, of. which the tenant was t
chogen’ : :g-e%? o work units per Vision of the course outline is «%lam: res.. After a decision has been
4. Low production per animal unit Lo districl)]lt)lst'iéﬁ ......... -~ on the Crrops to Grow,” A fajrme-ei iy o the kind and amount of
5. Hiring {oo much lahor " Per cvent of receipts from &row all he cap of his mogt pl%os ol ops t0 be grown, the next prob-
6. Poor lahor efficiency CrOpS... .., ... cash erop. In keeping witl this 10 d:be “What feed erops should
7. Not enough fruits oo d vegetables T—— — — . "~ ciple, then, the next problem g, Dhin: The teacher and the farmers
- S cetadle Receipts from important en- stated as “What, qg roblem of fitting feed crops
rassed for family uge t . 29 A _cash crops ghyl St Irend
Not all farms with low labor meomes erprises: srow:" Notice that the Pronoun: otation with cash crops, afready
will have the same weaknesses ag this T T —————  used, becauge We are atrteﬁlpmng to mil uc,h & wiy that soil fertlhi
farm business. On the other hand itis e ————— 2 budget for the farmer who s UDer'( e aintained or restored and
(ite prohable that enough, of the weak. .. T T g the representative unprofitafy d may be provided for the live-
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'Jeneour‘lgé the adonti % improved Pounds of tobaceo peracre.. __ _ cash crops to grow, ozen characteristies of a good
farm p;acﬁices pron of improvec llf‘IShEIS of eorn per acre, ... ~——  listed in the suggest, me system, in order that the farm-
g Eg;;:%iro{x ;}!llllk percow.... " ut the end of thig discussion, Facto ty "lidve more _mforma.tmq to use
Teacling the Course Lambs saved‘ﬁéi--é\{ré.' o 11"1 seds littlo el}}la-ns}.tion. ' 1{;111_19-(;]_&_)_!1{&; gltgglicl;%gafg; ; ?)ﬁ
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o ol Sl (L Pt ok i iy b S T e e
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4 a. - ce per pourd of tohaceo . . : : SOV alue of different feed crops. The
trolled by the farmer, The four eon- Receigts ger daix?y c?nf 0 ——— feedin prodicing milk should be raise ‘ '

dirés suggested for finding the
t1om cost and for predicting prices

___________ the items have bee i . allv annli .
elimatic conditions; price and market Deceipts per hen. .. | e T adﬂ.lsmd the total of the adjusted fig cszi'lo e e edually applionbla ta
conditions, and the way the farm is Eﬁce}pﬁs ber ome. T — ::Ilres etloe & fair broduction cost for, .1£l'erii1 a decision on “What feed
organized and managed. However, with eceipts per ewe. ..., E—— l‘j pa-litlwlar stuation. Sinoe the farm shbuldg Lhe rr}ow‘?” the ", .ro’u )
siuniler soil conditions, similar climatic ~ .. .. T Sr I{?S 1(3]1ped ol ave ab the cost of pro consider the labor ro uiregd folr
conditions, and the same market condi- EXPENSES— u](é' fore ol accept if. - 0t erops The é‘gtf‘nt ‘-‘C"hicil feed
bions, some farmers make a profit and  Hired labor,.. ... .. . .. pfore leaving cost of production, i _compete with ench othor and
others fail to make ends mest. During Feed bought ..~ o will be necessary to decide on the yield ash cI;n s for labor mu t be con-
the first meeting of the evening school ~ Cropper labor.,. [/ 117 T - ‘lostrive for. Emphasis should be. pul . The tI;;whor séli]o(;tld hrfvé eIar e
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range and distribution gf labor incomes 11315553325{5{ on bulldings T 2&% The yicld to be attained, the m a%?ona oghiitc S;lz‘;\;égfntgﬁﬁvéaﬁgf
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A decision that the way the farm ig or-. — T iy loattain thede yields, and the qua “Tor each enterprise sl ould be
ganized has much to do with the farm. - — " T lity and valie of fertilizer to be used pied on the lar o I %m r y red far
er’s financial wellbeing. As soon g Tolal expenses, ——  should be decided and recorded on the. i e onm prepare

this decision is made, the group should
proceed to find out why some farms re-
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Tesentative low farm, The analysis of Poultry and eggs | — - figures shiould be copied on the larg; ' .
the ropresentative high ang representa.  Milk and butter. | 7T budget forms. ?Soft;m o t?e Somiliog prograin has
tive low farms should he placed on x Luwelo.. . oo T ———_ The procedure suggested .for pre- H:ek.u]&, bhe next task'is io decide
large chart. Allow the Farmners fo s Rex%td(loyper cent of value . dicting price - was suggested and used e H(l) a.ncfl rlzlllnbef of animals E’
these two farm businesses and to pick of awellingy. .. .~ — by I. Duggan of Mississippi A+ Voo of the outstanding weak-
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5€S on the representative unprofit-

and M. College. Charts showing tl farm is a very low production per
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AN WHiE, A stated’ befare, in going

anywhere we musi. start from where

we are. Hach farmer already has a Hve-

stock program, Some farms will he over-
stocked, some understocked. The nroh-
lem suggested is “What livestock should
he keep.”

The returns to be expected from dif-
ferent livestock cnterprises will have
mast influence on the kind and amount
of livestock the farmer keeps. The cost
of keeping an animal and the eost per
unit of preduct may be determined by
following the proeedure suggested for
erops. The procedure suggested for pre-
dicting the price of crops may he used
equally well with animal enterprises.

Feed requirements and feeds avail-
able are factors to be reckoned with.
The group will have already discussed
fecd requirements, in arriving at cost of
production. The quantity of feed avail-
able is alveady known. The task is to
balanee the amount necded and the
amount available. Suppose we look at
the existing situation on the representa-
tive unprofitable farm. This farmer had
9 cows, 100 hens, 31 ewes, and 4 brood
sows to feed. The only grain he had
to feed all his livestock was 200 bushels
of corn. Cows should have 18 tg 20
bushels each, and cach sow, if she raised
one average litter, would require more
than 100 bushels of corn. The farmer
needed mare than 700 bushels of corn.
It is quite apparent that he was at.
tempting fo keep toa much livestoek,
eéspeeially too many sows. .

One of the first moves in adj usting the
livestock on this farm was to got rid
of three brood sows. In view of the
return to he expeeted and the other
factors, the final decision was to keép
7 cows and gell the 2 least profitalile
cows, keep 1 sow, keep 100 hens, and to
keep hLis best heifer calves for, replace-
ment. The budget set up indluded 2
heifers and 1 ealf. Tt was assumed that
the 9 acres of barley would make 315
bushels, and the 6 acres of corn 300
bushels. Assuming that bazley will take
the place of eorn, there would he 584
bushels of grain to be fed. According
to the budget this farmer would need
580 bushels. The pasture needed was
estimated to be 43 acres; the quantity
available was 45 acres, not counting the

Tye. It was estimated that the live
stock would consume 13,000 pounds of
stover; the estimated produetion was
15,000. The estimated produetion of al-
falfa was 214 tons per acre, or approxi-
mately 34 tons. Of this 26 tons will he
needed for the livestock. If the yield
holds up, there will he a surplus of 8
tous of hay. Six tons of this hay may be
sold to help pay for feed, lime, and fTer-
iilizer bought.

Let us now see the results of the budg-
et seb up for farm 14. Last year this
farm returned a labor income of minus
$313. According to the budget set up
for 1033, the farmer would make a labor
mcome of $780. The increaged returng
from the proposed budget over the
present set-up would be $1,093. The
proposed budget is more or less an ideal
to work toward and eannot be adopted
in every detail the first year. Tt will be
impossible to have a feld of alfalfa to
eut for hay, until 1934, What this farm-
er actually did was to secd alfalfa in the
ficld already seeded to wheat and rye,

and seed 3 acres of the soybeans in the

field to be planted to corn and tobaeco

in 1934 to supply hay needed for the
winter 33-34, The soybeans were har
vested in August, and the field immedi-
ately seeded to rye. This farmer real-
ized more for his lambs than was pre-
dicted in the budgei. The predicted
price was $6.50 per hundred, and he
sold his lambs for $8.10. On the other
hand, bran, cottonseed meal, and tank-
age advanced in priee. It is felt that
the group was sufficiently conservative
in estimating the returns expected.

One wenkness of farm 14 was that
naot enough fruits and vegetables was
raised. Many farmers. with the present
situation, give too liftle attention to
raising food for the family. You will
note that this prohlem iz stated, “Should
this farmer increase the fogd provided
by the farm?” :

Bo far, all suggestions eoncerning
group instruetion have centered around
the improvement of farm 14, the rep- .
resenfative unprofitable farm. As al-
ready stated, the value of the evening
course will depend upon the kind of
budget set up and followed by each
farmer. The teacher should assist each
farmer in setting up his budget and in
adopting the improved practices pro-
posed.

After a farmer makes a budget, he
should be intercsted in keeping a record
to see how well his predictions turn out
and to know how to improve on his
hudget. the succeeding year. Division ¥
of the course is entitled, “What records
should farmers keep ?”

The farm management departments
in colleges of agriculture have prepared
farm account hooks suited to the needs
of furmers in the states. Too few farm-
ers have kept accurate records. Perhaps
the reason farmers are careless about
records is that they do net fully ap-
preciate the function of records and
that they do not know how to keep
them. Evening school group instruction
should not cease until farmers appreci-
ate the value of records and know how
to keep them. :

Let me summarize briefly what T

“have tried. to say. The first thing to
do is to get a survey of cach farmer’s
farm business. The second thing to do
is to analyze this husiness, in order to
diseover the weaknesses. Third, set up
& course designed to give the farmers
the knowledge and attitudes needed to
correct the weaknesses. Croup instrue-
tion may center around an individial
farm. Fourth, the ultimate objcctive
Is to get each farmer to sct up and follow
& furm budget. The fifth and last sug-
gestion is to get each farmer to keep
a farm reecord in order that he may
know how his budget actually turns
ouf.

The budget becomes the farm prac-
tice plan to be executed by the farmer.
The teacher’s job, after the budget is
made, is to.see that the farmer carries
out the improved practices he has
Manned to earry out.

Evening Course Qutline in Farm
Organization

I. Approaching the Study of Farm
Organization

A, What conditions determine the

earnings of a farm? (These con-
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ditions are to be drawn [
] r drawn from the
farmers.) They are: m the

on feed erops to be grown, keep
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) Disappearance  or ee of mw;} equate . out what. combination of et dueation to hring before our living, and if 1t 18 t0 retain 1ts present Tecently an amusing incident oecured
consumption. o AchInery. ~ prises is best suited to his { | patrons and taxpayers somme essence, 1t should include its need of  which showed the boys just how their |
d. Other [ } Improving fa B 1 1 izatl : |
. pricer actors affecting © layout. g lamm . Kind of records needed.. e teasons for maintaining a de- O5HYe for c(}.ntempha.tloﬁ. ful considl organization was Operating. One mem- |
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Future Farmers
of America

hairman, Honorable Judges,
o and Crentlemen:
5 and the great
endor and state,
him not—I declare 1t.
¢ own bam,
“¢hicken, and lamb, ]
ray own fleece, and 1 wear if.
aiwns, I have bowers,
uit, 1 have flowers,
¢ my morning alarmer.
jolly boys, now

Ctod speed the plow,
Torir Lfe and success to the
N

The Vergennes, Vermont, F.
F. A. Chapter Gets Under Way

HOWARD MARTIN, Adviser, Vergennos
IN September, during the second weck
of schoel, Vergennes Chapter, Ver-
mont,sponsored a corn roast, which was
attended by one hundred boys and girls.
Therc was no expense conneeted with
this event, as the hoys furnished the
corry, and the wood was collected from
4 near-hy lot. This waste wood was
brought to the. athletic field where the
corn roast was held. . i
In October the F. ¥, A. put on a
school fair which was unugnally sue-
cessful. The fair was held in the Com-
munity Building, or High School Gym,
on a Friday affernoon and evening,
The president of the F. T, A. fook
charge of the exhibits and appointed
cammittees to attend to the various
other activities. Anyone in school was
allowed to exhibit any crop, poultry,
or pets grown or cared for during the
past year. The exhibits of fruit and
vegetables were displayed on the bleach-
ers which were covered with white Pa-
per, The vegetables were on the left
of the main entrance, while on the right
were many rows of canned goods ex-
hibited by the home economics depart-

As to money making, which was not

the chief aim, the boys did not fare

so badly. The net profit was $66. An

admission fee of § cents was charged T

which netted over $30. Cider and

doughnuts were sold at one booth: jce-
cream and cake were served at small
tables. At another hooth the hungry
could procure luscious popcorn balls,

At still another, one might win a. peneil

by throwing haschails into a bucket.

_However, the most popular attrae-

tion was the side-show held in one of
the dressing rooms. Here was assembled

a collection of the Wonders of the
World, ineluding the following: a hu-
man head without a body; the perfect
lovers; Tarzan, the apeman; half man
and half woman; and also the largest
haby in the world, -

The work of planning, preparing, and
runeing the fair was all deone by the
agriculture elass. Not only did the mem-
bers learn many things but they had a
mighty good time. "

In November the P, T. A. of Ver
gennes sponsored a school at night.
Regular elasses were conducted for two
[ull-length periods, and an assembly
program. wag presented. At this as-
sembiy the I'. F. A. earried out a reg-
mont ula{ rzrileet}m_gg as outlined in the Manual,
do?het 1-?0“1“3]; and egg exhibits were alla‘l;ésoo%ligitegftgif g:iltl)cﬁi?cgls “are
i'ow‘:lgs gl}llt;s.boy;}rsectllzgede};hlbltmlf)lb Of good, honest, hardworking boys but not
pouh‘:ry coops from the( l\?ﬁﬁle?fu&r what you would eall good speechmakers.
Fair Assaciation. This exhibit was one ;Yll;gziglqu;bpglf"fﬁt’ Shese boys‘ did o
of th;\, largest and best ever seen in the ine the f;cu[ty W;?hcgézme?;gg;urg?;
county. sl o i . A

Fory entertainment the F. F. A nei_SItlkfe] way m}E which the%f performed.
o " ey itis meeting, in addition to the
fé)wboys put on-several numbers hoth regular school attendanee of about 240
?e eljnogn aflk}dlcvml]mg‘ These were well there were about 225 euests. The en
eccived. ) . ; o iy R :
v o i, T G o S 0 o s G e Tk o
ing, probably far surpassed that of tl?e L]I]ll's ?Sgeﬂlbly program. The boys, too,
boys but won no greater applause. As enjoyed t. ’
a finale for the entertammeont, the high
school girls put on a mock foothall

,f«e;lal)ne:which ended in a tie. (red neck-
e

Bangquet

. BROOK, Principal L
Agricultural 'Sehool, Weﬂun?lg"lictae ]
)

T THE F: a-hher—Son—Mothean
ter banquet given joimtly
Wetumpka chapter Future Far
America and the departmeént of
tlonal home economics at the Stat,
ondary Agricuttural Schogl at Wt
ka recently, Hon. Lamar Jefferg
sentative in congress from the for
abama’ distriet, was presents
signifying election to the degrep
Farmer by the executive COom
the state organization of Futuye
ers of America, L
Mr. Jeffers is the first eon s
to be presented with this honor by
Alabama organization of F. I
honor is in recognition for My
outstanding work in congresg
ing for voeational work when ‘g
were being made to withdraw fa
funds for this type of training,
In his talk to the group of ab
enty boys-and girls in voeational
economics and agriculture and:
fifty fathers and mothers and s
guests, Mr. Jeffers stressed the fmy
tance of boys’ and girls’ taking ujy-e;
in life the challenge of the futir
farther stated his great faith i
tional training for boys and girls:
The hanguet was presided oyt
a student in voecational agriculturs
program included, besides the sy
by Mr. Jeffers, an outline of the ob
tives of the F. F, A, and some &
aceomplishments of the Wetur
chapter Iast year, by the past preside
this year's objectives, by the presid
for the coming year; the programs
voeational home economics and ‘ap
culture at Wetumpka, b% Miss Sa
Stevenson, teacher of vocational ho
‘ economies, and T'. H. LeCroy, teac
As we go to press, word comes that of vocational agriculture; and

Blue Boy is dead, Wateh Jorwrite-up in  and stunts, by members of the stiud
next issue. group. o s

& man tilled the soil he lived
ng and fishing. With the ad-
riculture his lot inlife changed
etter, and side by side with its
ent there arose the opportuni-
e people to turn their at-
other fields. By the time we
he Pyramids of Egypt, the point
1arks according to most histor-
hiange from barbarism to civil-
he necessity for each individual
rovide his daily food had ceased,

“those enormous piles ¢of stone,
e of the wonders of the world.
ame the arts and sciences, devel-
v inen who could give time and

and investigation while others
ed them with food, In those early
wever, farm labor was largely
bor and hence was locked down
5 an occupation beneath the no-
of 'a freeman. Many centuries
i before agriculture came into its
. but today no one disputes the
f the farmer to take his place
ong  the world’'s most imporant
4, dnd no plans for the better-
f soeciety which ignore his wel-
n be successfully carried out.
e the work of the farmer has
yosgible the growth of so many
ecupations, the future of a young
1o longer fixed or predetermined.
ot g0 long ago mm this country,
ven today in many countries, es-
ly India, a boy becomes a rug
because his father hefore him
tug maker, But now an American
1er. believes that his son should
ose that vocation for which he seems
-fitted. The question, therefore,
- Be A Furmer?” becomes a per-
it one, and in order to reach a con-
1 based upon sound judgment, a
y of the advantages to be had in
pursuit iz necessary. In other
ds, what inducements ean farm life
ty:strong enough to impel one to
8¢ 14 ag a life work ?

' farm in net cash profit does not
the ncome from a number of
mes of work, but in times of de-
Sslom the results are by no means
sastrous to the individual as in
branches of business. It iz this

American Farmers, Fulure Farmers of America, recently approved

- Thousands—yes, even millions—
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by making possible the comstrue- -

I times of prosperity admittedly '

ter condition which confronts us to--

~Why Be A Farmer?

(Winning Speech in Public Speaking Contest at Kansas City) _
ALBERT W. RICHARDSON, Reading, Massachusetts

of men in the various trades are out of
employment altogether, cannot provide
for themselves and for their families
sufficient food and clothing, and in many
nstances even shelter. From a physical
standpoint these men are in a most ser-
ious position, yet how much greater is
their mental torture in being unable to
pravide properly for those whose welfare
18 their responsibility. Not so the man
who owns his farm. True, the amount
of ready money he can command is
limited. The cagh returns he can se-
curo in exchange for his products are
pitifully small, but he and his family
need neither starve nor freeze. Com-
pared with his unfortunate brotherman
Lis lot is one to be envied. His brother
of the trades returns, after a day spent
m vainly .seeking any work whatever,
to a saddened home and often hungry
childrer. The farmer returns, after a

- day spent in produetive teil, to a home

of at least comfortable circumstances.
The depression, however, will not last.
Our recoverles from digasters of a simi-
lar nature in the past teach us this. Al-
ready work is becoming more plenfiful.
Men are returning to their trades. With
the recovery of industry it may well be
that those engaged in some lines of busl-
ness will outstrip the farmer in the ac-
cumulation of wealth that can be meas-
ured in dollars and eents. But the man.
of money is not the really wealthy man. !
A successful life is not a mere matter of)
dollars and cents. .
Congsider these ideals for a success-
ful life; first, that we become of value.
to our community and through'it fo
our state and nation; second, that we
secure for ourselves the satisfaction of
- aceomplishment; third, that we acquire
thé blessing of contentment. 3
In no walk of life ie it possible to
reach these aims more successfully than
npon the farm. The very land itself
ig an integral part of the town in which
it is situated, and as the owner of such
an integral part the farmer is vitally in-
terested in whatever makes for the wel-
fure of the community. He has not only
the general interest in town affairs,
which any good citizen should feel, but
ke has a personal interest, a partner-
ship interest, if you please, in the deals
into which his eompany, as it were, en-
ters, The opportunity for church life,
good roads, and good schools, which
an able management of town affairs
should provide, he endeavors to secure
by -taking the time to accept publie
office. His hours of work are long, to
be sure, but e has complete control
of the division of his time. In answer
to the question, “What would he your
advice to the youth of today who wish
to succeed?,” Calvin Coolidge once
said, “Behave yourgelf and work hard.”
Thke farmer’s manner of living well fits
him for the social contaets he makes and
enables him to be of real sérvice to his
fellow-townsmen. Ordinary service, jou
say, nothing spectacular nor remark-
able- about it. Granted, so far as the
spectacular side is concerned, but the

;"Iébma?‘y, 1934 Agricultural Education

real business of living is not a cireus.
As for remarkable, one need only to
point to one or two examples to show
the equality of the farmer with the man
engaged in any other pursuit. Luther
Burbank did more in furthering the
welfare of his country than thousands
of men whose pames have formed the
headlines of newspapers. “Yes, I know,”
says the graduate about to select his
life work, “but T want to enter s fleld
whore there is opportunity to do some-
thing unique, something I may be re-
membered for.” Good! Why not? Does
he hesitate to choose the life of a farm-
er because he fears he cannot realize his
ambition there? Let him take note of
Ernest Wilson, “Chinese” Wilson, of the
Arnold Arboretum, one of the show gar-
dens of America. Mr, Wilson intro-
duced and successfully grew in this
country more foreign plants than any
other man.

Secondly, the satisfaction of accom-
phshment afforded the farmer is un-
[imited. Such satisfaction mav be se-
gured in some degree by any one who
faithfully performs the duties set be-
fore him. We have been wont to look
upon law, medicine, finance, and like
branches of the arts and professions as
offering the best chance for securing the
satisfaction of accomplishment. But let
it be distinetly understood today that
agriculture iz both an art and a pro-
fession. It requires a more diversified
knowledge than almost any other line
of work. It is claimed that, to be sue-
cessful in law or medicine, ten years
is not too long a time one must expect
to give to preparation, but it is equally
true in the ease of the farmer, He must
expect to devote years to study and ex-
periment in his chosen field hefore he
can become master of his craft. And,
ag in the professions, there lies before
him an ever widening horizon beyond
whose limits no one has yet gone. If the
word specialist carries with it any par-
tieular eredif, the farmer may secure
that too, for livestock, poultry, fruit,
and the market-garden offer the same
opportunity te the farmer as corpora~
tion or criminal law to the lawyer, or
surgery or diseages of the eye to the
doctor. Again, the opportunity to serve
manlkind becomes a. point of discussion,
and in this respect agriculture may be
likened to the keystone of an arch, the
other stones of which are the multitude
of occupations in which men are en-
gaged. It i3 a4 wonderful piece of mason-
ry. It typifies the strength, the beanty,
and the lasting qualities of our evili-
zation. We are justly proud of its con-
struction. But let us never lose sight
of the fact that the reméval of that key-
stone will bring about the collapse. of
the whole structure. Without the farm-
er to feed him the lawyer would have
no time for the preparation of his brief
nor the surgeon for the development
of skill to perform his delicate opera-
tions. In a word, farm life iz the back-
bone of all life.

Finaily, what of contentment? Tt i




" the end toward which all effort is di-
rected, and herein lies one of the best,
arguments in favor of farmmg. Under-
neath the myriad purposes which form
the motive power of men’s activities,
birried more or less deeply by the neces-
sity of providing for everyday existence,
lies the hope of accumulating at some
time sufficient, surplus to indulge the
desire of almost; every man’s heart to
own a piece of land upon which to plant
what he may choose, to wateh the
growth under his constant care, and to
gather whatever harvest may De pro-
dueed. There he'is “lord of all he sur-
veys,” and his success depends directly
upen the degree of intelligence and in
dustry he brings to his work. All his
fabor has a direet, bearing upon the com-
fort and contentment of him and his
family. He is, in effect, the guiding in-
fluence of a little kingdom, a kingdom,
a3 Longfellow, in his “Evangeline,”
saad, '
“. . . Darkened by shadows of earth,

But reflecting the Image of Heaven,”
where everyote is bent on contributing
his or her share toward the welfare of
all. If farm life can rightly be made the
goal of man’s later years, how far great-
er will be the blessing of contentment
that will come to him who chooses this
work at the outset of his career.

From a Radio Taik by Rev.
Carroll Freeman, a Former Vo-
cational Agriculture Pupil of
' Virginia

‘ N TH of York Couniy are indecd

thankful that we have an organi-
zation of Fature Farmers in our com-
munity, under the splendid leadership
of C. E. Kirchmier, our teacher of ng-
riculture. _

He has shown to our eitizens that the
need of our commumnity, the need of
our state, the need of Amecries, is g
better trained country youth, who is
willing to serve, to cooperate, 1o work
for the greatest good of the greatest

- number of people. o

Therefore, with this in mind, he is
devoting his time sand energy with our
youth: to ereating more interest in the
_intelligent cheice of a farming oceupa-
tion; to ereating and riurturing g love
ol couniry life, such things as the hesu-
tification of home and sehool grounds;
to providing recreational and educs.
tional entertainment; to promoting
thrift, through the establisliment of sav-
ings accounts; to establishing the con-
fidence of the farm boy in himself and
his work; to developing loeal leader-

Cship, - — ‘

During these ‘days of sgeial unrest,
of agricuttural discontent in some parts,
of the disappearance of the love of labor
as the source.of joy in life, we nced
young.men :who can lead our people out
of themselves into the world, who ean
bring order out of chaos, who can show
to the world that the suceess of an
individual is not determined by stocks
and bonds, money and real estate, by
the abundance of things which he hag,
but by the service he has rendered his
fellow man. :

"~ Serve, young man, and your life will
he a success, vou will climb the highest
mountair and dig the deepest mine.

Serve and you will become the language
of all people and understand the heart-
throbs of every individual. Serve, and

you will be following in the footsteps
of the One, who two thousand years
ago stepped out of the glory of the skies
into human want, companioned with
nen who toiled, walked the dusty high-
way of the common life, and stood
among  the multitudes orying, “I am
among you as one that serveg.”

We look to you, Future Farmers of
Ameriea, to help bring about a new
era, %o change our people from 8 seif-
centered to a world-cultiired goal.

. Boys,.be not discourager it at times

“you fnd the road rough and the hills

steep, but press on, A goal won without
a strugele does not bring satisfaction.
Struggie and progress. Striving and
fighting, pushing out and putting forth,
after all, arve the things that count. The
longing to achieve drives us on, maybe
1ot to the geal; but to life.
“Be strong| We'nre not here to drift,
We have hard work to do and loads to
lift; -
Shun 1ot the struggle, face t|
"Tis God's gifi. Be strong.,
Be strong! It matiers not how
) entrenched the wrong;
How hard the hattle goes, the day how
long. : )
Faint not, fight on! Tomorrow eommes
“the song.” o :
Future Farmers of Amerie:-l,_ vour
possibilities are immeasurable, . There
are still ‘worlds to conquer — ———
Pull off your coat and eollar, o
Get to work, and pushi and holler, and
you'll put Future Farmers on the
. top. S
Every booster boosting,
Not 1 rooster roosting,
And you'll never, ne\rer;‘:?stb]).

deep

Future Farmers of Anierica

- as Rural Service Clubs

HE cities are filled ‘with serviee

clubs, such as the Rotary, Exchange,
Kiwanis, Liong Chuby, ete. SBome of (hese
clubs have junior service olubs for boys
of high school age: They are all good
and play a very Important part in the
social and civic life of the eities, Why
canuot the Future ¥armers of America
funetion as a junior service club “for
rural life? In fact, that is what the I
F. A is doing in many places. Although
the F. F. A, does not meet as g “knife
and tork™ e, I see no reason why the
lellowship about the banquet table eould
not be made a more eommon event, with
valuable soeial and recreational fea-
tures. The PFuture Farmers Chapter
does have commitiecs through which if,
serves the sehool and the community in
the interest of agriculture amd Turnl
life. It does have a state and national
erganization, with splendid programs of
service. It seems to me that F.F. A
could well pattern after some of the ax-
cellent activities of the old and estah-
lished service clubs of America—A. W,
N., The Fan Mill, Tllinois.

| From California

ANDERSON Future Farmers have a
good time and make money for the
club treasury at the sime time by stag-
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-ing an anntal harvegt bal, 7

is entirely invitations], and
in the community turng q
over $100 was added t
ury with which to pa
said “big bad wolf*?
_—
Marysville Future Farmers st
something when they invited theiy
ni brethern o a banquet, Good
mountain musie, ancd good fg
was the order of the EVeniy
haped this hanguet, will PHave
for a permanent F. F. A,
ganization that will lead the way
show the young ‘uns how to shoat

—_—

The Bakersfield chapter recently o,
operated with the high schog] p. T *\l' :
in a project tour, Thirteen carg \ri!lln
more than 50 persons made the SS-miIe.
eireuit, visiting each type of Projoet
carried on by the Future Farmerg,”
the conelusion of the irip at the schog)
farm, the visitors stayed unti dark
they were so interested. - '

From Indiana
The F. F. A. Chapter at Kempton,
Indiang, took over the management. of 4
small orchard, The hoys did alt laboy

and furnished half the spray materials,
recerving one-third the frutt. Valuahle

‘experience was gained in Druning, fep.

tilizing, spraying, harvesting, and mar.
keting,

A community service project planne|
and conducted by this chapier has
nroved popular and suceessful. The hoys
test seed corn for farmers and for them-
selves by the rag doll method. The
charge has varied from 75 cents to 50
cents per 100 ears, Money earned goes
into the funds of the chapter. From
12,000 to 4,000 ears have been tested
annually —J. B. Oyler, Adviser, Kemp-
ton, Indiana.

Two Sales

I ATTENDED this sale and also one

on the adjoining farm the wock he-
fore, Both sold cows. In appearance the
cows were much alike, In the first sale
they avernged $38.50, In this sale they
iveraged $57.50. '

SALE NOTICE

This is a credited herd of cows that
have been-on record for 2 vears—These
cows ran from 365 pounds to 436 pounds
butter fat a year. Theze cows have been
under supervision of our vocational ag-
ticulture teacher, Wm, Shively, Mon-
rovia, Indiana. :

I have never seen so much interest
in an ordinary farm sale erowd. Actually,
they crowded around so close that the
sale had to be stopped until they would
back away. That is what quality- wil
do.—R. W. Gregory,

Every member of ¥, F. A, should
have some definite responsibility and
take an active part in the work, The boy
who s “Just a member” and never ®
given anything to do will soon lose in-
terest, and may eventually drep out
entirely: ‘ ’
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